Middleburg Heights honors fallen hero Cpl. Brad D. Squires by renaming portion of Interstate 71
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MIDDLEBURG HTS. -- The city paid tribute to a fallen Marine on May 22 by renaming the Middleburg Heights stretch of Interstate 71 in his honor. 

The Cpl. Brad D. Squires Memorial Highway was unveiled at the Middleburg Heights Community Center, during the city's Memorial Day ceremony. 

"It will be very touching," Donna Squires, Brad's mother, said last week. "In Middleburg Heights when Brad was killed it hit home to a lot of people." 


Brad was killed by an improvised explosive device in Haqlaniyah, Iraq, northwest of Baghdad, on June 9, 2005. Then 26, he was assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment out of Akron. 

After hearing about Brad's death, city officials set out to recognize his sacrifice. 

In August 2005, Council President Al Budney and Ward 3 Councilman David Bortolotto started working with state Rep. Tim DeGeeter, D-15, to rename the highway segment in Brad's honor. 

"Budney and I were driving to a function, talking about Brad, and I threw out the idea to Al about naming our section of I-71 (for him)," said Bortolotto. "He said it was an excellent idea, so we collaborated and brought it to Tim DeGeeter, who helped us spearhead it through ODOT." 

The Ohio General Assembly ultimately tied Brad's bill to a comprehensive veteran's bill that recognized other military personnel as well. After timing out in the 2005-2006 session, it was reintroduced in 2007 and signed into law by Gov. Ted Strickland on Jan. 6. 

After more than three years of hard work, the excitement of getting the bill passed caused DeGeeter to throw political protocol out the window. 

"One of the House rules is you can't have a phone on the floor," said DeGeeter, who represents Middleburg Heights, Brooklyn, Parma and the village of Linndale. "But knowing Donna had waited so long, I didn't care. I wanted to be able to text and e-mail Donna that the bill is on its way to the governor, and he's going to sign it." 

City officials decided to dedicate the highway in conjunction with the Memorial Day ceremony, because it seemed like the most appropriate way to honor Brad's sacrifice, said Bortolotto. 

"The plan is to have ODOT take the signs out," DeGeeter said last week. "Obviously you can't have people out on the highway (to watch the unveiling) so we'll have people at the community center and have replicas of the ODOT sign for the family." 

"I think it's really reverent that we're able to remember one of our own hometown boys who sacrificed their lives," said Bortolotto. "I'm really proud that we were able to put this together." 

Donna Squires, who works as an IT security analyst for the Department of Veterans Affairs, is grateful for the efforts of everyone involved to get the dedication accomplished. 

"People like Al (Budney) and Tim (DeGeeter) are consistent and want to do some good for families of the fallen to remember these heroes," she said. "It wasn't me; it was them that did it. I just kind of kept at them." 

The family also works on other projects in Brad's memory. In 2005, Brad's brother, Chad Squires, and his sister, Jodie Bogdan, established the Cpl. Brad Squires Memorial Fund to honor Ohio military who have lost their lives. The fund provides scholarships, sponsors community sports teams and funded the construction of a memorial at Old Oak Bible Church for all Ohio troops killed in Operation Iraqi Freedom. The memorial was dedicated in 2007. 

"Brad really loved sports, football and baseball, so we try to do (with the fund) what Brad liked to do, and it's helped us to keep his name alive," Donna said. "We're able to help some young kids with their college. Young kids are having a hard time getting money and every little scholarship helps." 

She says it's important to do good while remembering those who died for America, like Brad who "always liked to see people smile" and wanted to be a firefighter when he came home. 

"I'm proud to be an American and I'm proud of my son," she said. "I miss him more than anyone can imagine, but I'm so proud of him. Brad died doing what he loved the best, and I'm sure he's looking down saying 'Wow! A highway is named after me!" 

For more information about the Cpl. Brad Squires Memorial Fund, visit bradsquires.net
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